:r‘% Introduction @ NCSCS RI.2.2 dentify the main topic of a multiparagraph text. ....

Lesson 2

Finding the Main Topic

} Read Everything you read has a main topic. The main topic is
what the passage is mostly about. Some passages have more
than one paragraph, or group of sentences. Each paragraph
includes key details that tell you about the main topic. When you
put all of the details together, you will know more about the topic.

Read the passage and think about its main topic.

Home Sweet Home

Many early settlers in America lived in log cabins. They
lived, ate, and slept in their log cabins.

Log cabins were built from the trees. Trees were cut into
parts to make logs. Curved notches were made at the ends of
the logs. The logs were put together to make the walls of the
cabin. A roof was made from rough boards cut from the logs.
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Theme: The First Americans Lesson 2

’ Think Reread the passage and look at the picture. Now look at the
chart. Add words to tell about the key details of each paragraph.
Then write what you think is the main topic of the passage.

-
What is the Main Topic?

Key Details from
Paragraph 1

Key Details from
Paragraph 2

\_

P Talk Take turns with your partner telling why log cabins were
good homes for early settlers.

. Academic Talk

Use these words and phrases to talk about the text.
« main topic « key details  paragraph
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Walkm to the

New World

by Kathryn Thomas

Long ago, ice covered much of North
America. At that time, a bridge of land connected
Asia and North America. People walked over this
strip of dry land into Alaska. They were following
herds of animals. The people settled in different
places. Some slowly went south. Over time, they

made different nations in the Americas.

Some scientists think people came to America

even earlier. They think people reached the West

Coast by boat. Ancient tools have been found there.

These tools might show that people arrived before
there was a land bridge. But people who study the

past have not found much proof of this idea.

These people were the first Americans. All
Native Americans are related to them. Scientists
discovered they first came from Asia. They split
into many groups as they settled America. They

made ways of life we are still learning about today.
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Close Reader Habits

Underline the key
details of each
paragraph.



Finding the Main Topic Lesson 2

" eupore

What details in each paragraph can help you figure
out the main topic of the article?

' Think Look for key
details in each
B} Complete the chart below with details from the passage. paragraph.

Then write the main topic.

Main Topic

Key Details
from
Paragraph 1

People crossed from Asia into
North America on a bridge of land.

Key Details
from
Paragraph 2

P Talk

€3 Talk to your partner about the key details that help you figure
out the main topic of “Walking to the New World.” HINT Change the
main topic into a

P g’ Write question. How does

) ) each paragraph
E) How do the key details from each paragraph help explain the give part of the

main topic? Write your answer in the space on page 30. answer to the

question?

©Curriculum Associates, LLC  Copying is not permitted. Lesson 2 Finding the Main Topic 27



o Guided Practice

Read Genre: History Article

Who Were the .
Mound Builders?

—_

28

by Bea Marron

Long ago, Native Americans lived near the Ohio
and Mississippi Rivers. These people are known as
the Mound Builders. They carried earth in baskets.
Then they piled it up with their hands. Over time,
they made huge earth mounds. Some mounds

were used to bury the dead.

The mounds have different shapes. Some people
built mounds shaped like cones. One of the highest

mounds is almost 70 feet tall.

Some people built mounds shaped like circles or
squares. They made some of the largest mounds in
the world. These mounds were built about 2,000

years ago.

AT 0 T
Other people built mounds shaped like animals. ~ Close Reader Habits

One mound looks like a winding snake. It is about How does each

1,300 feet long. paragraph help you
identify the main topic
Still other people made mounds with flat tops. The of the article?

Underline the key

details in each
were once part of a large, powerful city. paragraph.

people built homes on top of the mounds. These mounds
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Finding the Main Topic Lesson 2

' Think

B3 This question has two parts. Answer Part A. Then answer Part B.

Sometimes the first
PartA sentence in a
paragraph tells me
A mounds like cones a key d.etml G.bOUt
the main topic. I'll
reread all of them.

What kind of mounds are talked about in paragraph 3?

B mounds like circles or squares
C mounds like animals
D

mounds like a city

PartB

Write two details you learned about the answer you chose in
Part A.

P Talk

B} Talk to your partner about how the key details in the

paragraphs work together. What do they all tell about the
main topic?

RRRAALL

[} ;
P 4) Write
E) ShortResponse How does each paragraph add to what you
know about the main topic? Write your answer in the space on ~ HINT Use what
page 31. you underlined in
each paragraph to

help you write your
answer.
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#& Modeled and Guided Instruction
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3’) Write Use the space below to write your answer to the question on page 27.

Walking to the
New World T Crorge

question. How does

E) How do the key details from each paragraph help each paragraph give
explain the main topic? part of the answer?

Don't forget to check your writing.




9 Guided Practice

0000000000000 0006OO

: Write Use the space below to write your answer to the question on page 29.
Who Were the
Mound Builders?
HINT Use what you

E) Short Response How does each paragraph add to underlined in each
what you know about the main topic? paragraph to help
you write your answer.

Check Your Writing

[J Did you read the question carefully?

[J Can you say the question in your own words?
[J Did you use proof from the text in your answer?
(J Are your ideas in a good, clear order?

[J Did you answer in full sentences?

[J Did you check your spelling, capital letters, and periods?
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& Independent Practice

>
WORDS TO KNOW Native American

As you read, look

inside, around, and .
beyond these ]:l l V el Ithl IS from Scholastic News

words to figure out
what they mean.

| . . 4
| -inventions AV A _ _ | .
* syrup

There are many different groups of Native

Americans. Look at all the things they invented!

Native Americans Invented It!

Have you seen a coat like this before? It is
a parka. It has a warm, furry hood. Native
Americans were the first to make parkas. What

else did they invent?

Maple Syrup

Native Americans were the first to get
syrup from maple trees. They let the sap
of the maple tree drip into pails. !
Then, they boiled the sap until it

turned into syrup.
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Finding the Main Topic Lesson 2

Hammocks
4 The Native Americans who invented 4
hammocks lived on hot islands. It is

easy to keep cool on a hammock.

Lacrosse
5  Have you ever seen people play
lacrosse? Native Americans invented

this sport. It is played all over the

world. Players throw and catch a ball

with special sticks.

Kayaks

6  The Native Americans who invented
kayaks lived by the water. Kayaks are a
great way to travel over water. Today;,
people love to race kayaks. It is even a

sport in the Olympics!
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& Independent Practice

' Think Use what you learned from reading “Native American
Inventions” to answer the following questions.

B3 What is paragraph 2 about?

A types of warm coats

B where Native Americans live
C how to invent things
D

what a parka is

) Reread paragraph 4 and look at the picture. Find clues for the
meaning of the word “hammock.” What is a “hammock”?

A asandy beach

B astraw mat

C abed hung with ropes

D apillow made from leaves

E) What is paragraph 5 mostly about?

A the rules of lacrosse

B what lacrosse is

C how lacrosse was invented

D the meaning of the word “lacrosse”
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Finding the Main Topic Lesson 2

B Paragraphs 2-6 are like each other in one important way.
Which sentence best describes how they are alike?

A Each describes something made in America.
B Each describes a Native American invention.
C Each describes something used outdoors.

D Each describes how something is made.

B) This question has two parts. First, answer Part A. Then answer
Part B.

PartA
Think about what the article tells about kayaks.
What is a“kayak”?

PartB

Look at the answer you wrote for Part A. Write two details from
the article that helped you figure out the meaning of the

word “kayak.”
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& Independent Practice

g

. L . . .
4 Write Based on what you read, what is the main topic of
the article?

@@ Plan Your Response What is the main topic of the article?

A things that Native Americans invented
B where hammocks were first made

C how to get maple syrup from a tree

D what kayaks have been used for

Short Response Write about the main topic of “Native
American Inventions.” Tell what you learned about the topic.
Use details from the article in your answer.
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Finding the Main Topic Lesson 2

Learning Target

//ﬂ/iz%r/
%’/Iii////
How does knowing the main topic of a text and the key details
of paragraphs help you better understand what you read?
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