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Name: __________________________________________  Date: ____________________________

Observing Marine Mammal Behavior
In this Cyberlab, you will use videos collected by scientists in the field to simulate fieldwork in which you study behavior.  For this activity, you will record the animal species as well as any behaviors you observe.  Read the information below in the Marine Mammal Behavior Guide, which suggests some aspects of movement to look for when recording behavioral data.  

	Marine Mammal Behavior Guide

	Behavior
	Description
	Things to Note

	Swimming
	Marine mammals swim for many reasons—to forage for food, escape predation, migrate, etc.
	•
Is the animal underwater?  Does it break the surface?

•
Which body structures are involved in swimming (e.g., tail, fins)?

•
Is the animal swimming from place to place, in circles, etc.?

	Porpoising
	This activity is common in dolphins, porpoises and sea lions.  Animals are observed jumping out of water for short distances as they swim forward.
	•
For how long is the animal out of the water?

	Group behaviors
	Many species of marine mammals may be observed in groups.  For example, dolphins often travel in pods and exhibit social behaviors such as playing.  Some seal species lounge on the beach and rocks.   
	•
Approximately how many animals do you observe?

•
How do the animals interact with one another?

	Feeding
	All animals, of course, must feed to obtain energy and nutrients to perform life functions.  Differences may be observed in the types of food eaten, body structures used, etc.

	•
What body structures are involved in feeding?

•
What type of food is the animal eating?

•
Is the animal feeding above or below water, or on land?

	Nursing
	A characteristic of mammals is that they nurse their young.  
	•
Are the mother and baby on land or in the water?  

•
For how long does the baby nurse?

	Breathing
	Marine mammals, like all mammals, breathe air.  Animals spending a lot of time underwater, such as whales and seals, will often be observed surfacing to breathe. 
	•
Are there any special behaviors associated with breathing?

•
What body structures are involved in breathing?  (Hint:  Not all marine mammals rely primarily on noses and mouths like humans do.)


1.
Watch at least 6 of the videos available in the Cyberlab, choosing from at least 3 different marine mammal groups.

2.
As you watch each video, carefully observe and record the behaviors exhibited by the animal(s).  On the data sheet, check off behaviors you observe.  Give a short description of each using the Marine Mammal Behavior Guide for assistance.  You may need to watch the videos more than once, a luxury that scientists don’t often have in the field.

	Marine Mammal Observation Sheet

	Species name
	Behaviors Observed
	Description of Behaviors

	
	Swimming
	Porpoising
	Group Behaviors
	Feeding
	Nursing
	Breathing
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


3.
Based on your observations, what are some scientific questions that you could ask about the animals’ behaviors?

4.
Answer the Questions below:

a.
Why is it important to conduct field studies in addition to satellite tracking?

b.
Why would studying fish in the field be different from marine mammals?  
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